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SOCIOCULTURAL ACTIVITIES AS A SPECIFIC FACTOR IN THE 
SPREAD OF AFRICAN SWINE FEVER 
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Summary 

African swine fever (ASF) is a contagious disease of domestic and wild pigs with no 
zoonotic potential, but it is epidemiologically associated with traditional socio-
cultural elements present in the Republic of Serbia. Socio-cultural activities (saint 
celebrations and religious holidays) involve gatherings of large numbers of people as 
well as traditional backyard pig slaughtering, which may represent a high-risk factor 
for the occurrence and spread of ASF in rural areas. The aim of this study was to 
determine the potential temporal correlation between socio-cultural activities and the 
occurrence of the first clinical signs of ASF in households with confirmed virus 
presence. Epizootiological data on the occurrence of clinical signs of ASF were 
analyzed in 83 households during the period 2023 2025. For each outbreak, the 
temporally closest socio-cultural activity in the respective village and the number of 
days between that activity and the onset of clinical signs were determined. Only 
outbreaks with an interv
with the minimum incubation period of ASF. Outbreaks were grouped into four-time 
intervals: a) 3 7, b) 8 14, c) 15 20 and d) >20 days. The highest proportion of 
outbreaks (43.4%) was detected within 3 7 days after the socio-cultural activity, while 
26.5% were recorded within 8 14 days. In the 15 20-day interval, 18.1% of cases 
were recorded, whereas only 12% had a time interval longer than 20 days. Overall, 
69.9% of all cases occurred within the first 14 days following the socio-cultural 
activity. The results indicate a pronounced epidemiological association between 
socio-cultural activities and the occurrence of the first clinical signs of ASF. Most 
cases were detected within a time frame corresponding to the typical incubation period 
of ASF, suggesting that socio-cultural activities represent a significant risk factor for 
the occurrence and spread of ASF in rural settings. The observed temporal distribution 
of ASF outbreaks further indicates a low level of biosecurity measures and highlights 
the need for targeted education of pig keepers in rural areas. 
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