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LEISHMANIASIS IN SERBIA: AN EMERGING THREAT OR AN 
OVERLOOKED REALITY? 
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Summary 

Canine leishmaniosis, caused by Leishmania infantum, is considered as endemic in 
Mediterranean countries. In Serbia, the disease is perceived as sporadic or imported. 
However, climate change, vector expansion, and increased cross-border trevelling of 
dogs, contribute to the fact that this may no longer be the epidemiological reality. This 
study aimed to highlight the presence of canine leishmaniosis, based on the results of 
laboratory analyses and present the disease as under recognized health concern. 
Between 2021 and 2025, a total of 541 canine serum samples were analyzed using 
ELISA for the detection of anti-Leishmania antibodies. In 2021, positive samples 
were found in the percentage of 2,6%, while in 2024, the number of positive samples 
was at 5,9%, and in 2025, it was 4,2%. Molecular diagnostics (PCR), introduced in 
2023, confirmed infection in one dog in 2023, three dogs in 2024, and two in 2025. 
Although the overall proportion of positive cases remains relatively low, the 
continuous detection of serologically and molecularly confirmed infections over 
consecutive years suggests ongoing circulation and pathogen presence. These findings 
challenge the perception of Serbia as a non-endemic country and highlight the 
importance of sustained surveillance, vector monitoring, and interdisciplinary 
collaboration within a One Health framework. 
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