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WELCOME LETTER
Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the Local Organizing Committee, it is our great pleasure and honor to welcome you to the 
17th European Symposium of Porcine Health Management (ESPHM), which will be held from 13 to 15 May 2026
in the beautiful city of Florence, Italy.

We are delighted to host colleagues from around the world in Italy for the most important European event devoted 
to porcine health management. Many of you will remember the 6th ESPHM held in Sorrento in 2014 — an edition 
still fondly recalled for its outstanding scientific content and unforgettable social programme. Inspired by that 
success, we are committed to making ESPHM 2026 an equally memorable and enriching event.

Florence in May offers an ideal setting: mild temperatures, blue skies, and an atmosphere full of art, history, 
and vibrant Italian culture. As the cradle of the Renaissance, Florence embodies Italian creativity, beauty, and 
inspiration — the perfect backdrop for a dynamic and insightful symposium.

Over the years, ESPHM has evolved into one of Europe’s leading veterinary events, drawing a diverse international 
audience of veterinarians, researchers, industry professionals, and policymakers. The 2026 edition will carry 
on this proud tradition with a comprehensive scientific programme featuring world-renowned speakers, parallel 
sessions, roundtable discussions, and countless opportunities for networking and knowledge exchange.

The venue, Fortezza da Basso, is a historic landmark of Renaissance military architecture, conveniently located 
in the heart of Florence — just steps from the central railway station and close to the accommodations selected 
for the delegates.

We are confident that ESPHM 2026 in Florence will provide an outstanding scientific experience as well as a 
unique opportunity to immerse yourself in the rich artistic and cultural heritage of Italy!

We look forward to welcoming you to Florence and to sharing with you what promises to be an unforgettable 
symposium.

Prof. Paolo Martelli 
Chair of the 17th European Symposium of Porcine Health Management
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THE EUROPEAN COLLEGE 
OF PORCINE HEALTH MANAGEMENT ECPHM

www.ecphm.org

The ECPHM is a non-profit organization under the umbrella 
of the European Board of Veterinary Specialization (EBVS). 
EBVS recognises and monitors veterinary speciality 
Colleges in Europe. It defines guidelines for the 
recognition and registration of specialists in areas of 
veterinary medicine in Europe, and maintains an updated 
register of European Veterinary Specialists. 

EBVS encourages and promotes the enhanced utilization 
and availability of veterinary specialist services to the 
public and the veterinary profession. 
The ECPHM works for the advancement of health and 
welfare oriented porcine production management in the 
herd context in Europe, and the increase of the competency 
of those who practice in this field. 

The major objectives of the ECPHM include: 
• Establishing guidelines and standards of training for 
postgraduate education and experience prerequisite to 
become a veterinary specialist in the specialty of porcine 
health management;

• Examining and authenticating veterinarians as specialists 
in porcine herd health management to  serve health and 
welfare of the animals, the economic outcome of the herd, 
and the production of safe quality product for consumers 
in a sustainable animal production by providing expert 
care for pigs;

• Encouraging research and other contributions to the 
science and practice of porcine herd health management 
including husbandry, reproduction, epidemiology, 
pathogenesis, diagnosis, therapy, prevention, and control 
of diseases directly or indirectly affecting pigs and the 
maintenance of healthy and productive pig herds;

• Porcine health management also includes the impact on 
quality and safety of pork and gives special consideration 
to herd health and production, production systems and 
targets, and the management of pig populations;

• Providing high scientific standards and continuous 
training on porcine health and management;

• Promoting communication and dissemination of 
knowledge. 

The ECPHM is organized through different bodies 
that take care of the different activities performed: 
• the Board represents the College and is its main 
government body; 

• the Education Committee organizes educational 
events for the ECPHM residents, including the e-learning 
sessions, the pre-symposium workshop and the summer 
school. The Education Committee also approves Resident 
training programs;

• the Examination Committee prepares the annual exam 
and arranges the examination of residents;

• the Credentials Committee reviews and approves the 
applications for admittance to the residency program, 
as well as the applications to sit the exam, and review 
applications for recertification of the Diplomates;

• the Nominations Committee manages and reviews the 
proposals for nominations in the different committees 
and board;

• the ECPHM activities are supported by a permanent 
Administrative Secretariat in Parma, Italy.
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THE EUROPEAN SYMPOSIUM 
OF PORCINE HEALTH MANAGEMENT ESPHM

www.esphm2026.org

The first ESPHM was organized by the ECPHM in 2009 in Copenhagen (Denmark). Subsequent meetings 
were organized in Hannover (Germany) and Helsinki (Finland). After the creation of the European 
Association of Porcine Health Management (EAPHM) in 2010, the following symposia were organized in a 
three-party fashion, involving the EAPHM, the ECPHM and the local organizers until ESPHM 2021.
 

By means of this organizational formula, the ESPHM has been held so far in various European Countries. 

The 17th edition will be held in 2026 in Florence (Italy) and is jointly organized by the European College of Porcine Health 
Management (ECPHM), a renewed council of European pig practitioners (Veterinary Practitioner Council, VPC) and the 
Local Organizing Committee (LOC).

The symposium philosophy consists of mounting a sound program, with cutting-edge scientific-technical knowledge, 
practically oriented, which is able to catch the attention of swine veterinarians all over Europe, but with full international 
vocation. 

The symposium’s content includes invited lectures of recognized experts, as well as oral communications, flash talks 
and poster presentations. Importantly, the ESPHM is an excellent platform for introducing the ECPHM Residents into 
the scientific world, by presenting their studies (Resident oral communication sessions) and participating in the College 
activities organized around the symposium (e.g., Resident workshop). 

In addition, the ESPHM must serve as a vehicle for potentiating networking among pig veterinary professionals all 
around Europe, and emphasize the global character of a borderless profession. Also, Annual General Meetings of the 
ECPHM are organized within the program of the symposium, and facilitate that the critical mass of the college can join 
together once a year.

ESPHM 2009 Copenhagen (Denmark) 
ESPHM 2010 Hannover (Germany) 
ESPHM 2011 Helsinki (Finland) 
ESPHM 2012 Bruges (Belgium) 
ESPHM 2013 Edinburgh (United Kingdom) 
ESPHM 2014 Sorrento (Italy) 
ESPHM 2015 Nantes (France) 
ESPHM 2016 Dublin (Ireland) co-organized with IPVS

ESPHM 2017 Prague (Czech Republic)
ESPHM 2018 Barcelona (Spain) 
ESPHM 2019 Utrecht (The Netherlands)
ESPHM 2021 Virtual Symposium
ESPHM 2022 Budapest (Hungary)
ESPHM 2023 Thessaloniki (Greece)
ESPHM 2024 Leipzig (Germany) co-organized with IPVS
ESPHM 2025 Bern (Switzerland)
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PORCINE HEALTH MANAGEMENT
PHM

https://porcinehealthmanagement.biomedcentral.com/

Porcine Health Management (PHM) is an open access peer-reviewed journal that aims to publish relevant, 
novel and revised information regarding all aspects of pig health medicine and production. The journal 
provides a venue for global research on pig health and production, including infectious and noninfectious 
diseases, reproduction, epidemiology, management, economics, genetics, housing, nutrition, animal 
welfare and ethics, legislation, food safety, drugs and surgery. This journal is aiming at readers, and 
attracting authors, with different levels of experience; Diplomates and Residents of the ECPHM and other 
colleges as well as PhD students and experienced researchers from outside! 

Anticipated articles include: original research, reviews, short communications, case reports, case studies 
and commentaries. 

The Editors-in-Chief are Heiko Nathues (University of Bern, Switzerland) and Nicolas Rose (French Agency 
for food, environmental and occupational health and Safety (Anses)).

Porcine Health Management – 2025 Highlights
Advancing excellence in swine health, welfare and production medicine

• Journal Impact Factor: 3.1
• CiteScore: 5.7
• Median time to first decision: 5 days
• 491.2k downloads in 2025
• 49 articles published in 2025
• Fully Open Access
• Official journal of the ECPHM
• International editorial board with global expertise
• Key topics in 2025: PRRSV, PCV2, influenza A, antimicrobial stewardship, pig welfare, precision

livestock farming, reproduction and zoonoses

Please use the online submission system to submit your manuscript. For all enquiries about the 
journal, technical issues, payment of article processing chargers (APCs), etc. please contact: 
porcinehealthmanagement@biomedcentral.com.

There are many reasons to publish in PHM:
• Fast, fair, and expert peer-review
• High visibility through open access
• Indexed in PubMed, Scopus, and Web of Science
• Official journal of the European College of Porcine Health Management (ECPHM)
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HERD HEALTH MANAGEMENT AND ECONOMY 

 

 

HHM-OP-03 

PRIORITIZING FARM BIOSECURITY PRACTICES FOR PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF SWINE INFLUENZA IN PIG HERDS 

A. Rusinà 1, P. Rebollo-Igual 2, K. Lillie-Jaschniski 3, T.J. Tobias 4, M. Heinonen 5, J. Prodanov Radulović 6, M. Sjölund 8, M. štukelj 7, I. 
Chantziaras 10, H. Smits 9, M. Kjosevski 11 

1Dep. Veterinary Sciences, University of Turin, Grugliasco (TO), IT 
2Autonomous University of Barcelona, 08193 Cerdanyola del Vallès, Barcelona, Spain. 
3Ceva Tiergesundheit GmbH, Düsseldorf, Germany 
4Royal GD, Deventer, The Netherlands 
5Department of Production Animal Medicine, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Helsinki, Helsinki, Finland 
6Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Serbia 
7Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Ljubljana, Sl 
8Swedish Veterinary Agency & Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 
9Topigs Norsvin, Meerendonkewg 25, 5216 TZ’s-Hertogenbosch Netherlands 
10Department of Reproduction, Obstetrics and Herd Health, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Ghent University, Merelbeke, Belgium 
11Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje Faculty of Veterinary Medicine 

Background and Objectives 

Swine influenza A virus (swIAV) is a major respiratory pathogen in pigs, causing significant economic losses (reduced productivity and 
increased veterinary costs) and impacting both animal and human health and wellbeing. Therefore robust on-farm biosecurity 
practices, accompanied by vaccination programs, remains the most sustainable strategy for prevention and control of (swIAV). The 
objective of this study was to review and compile current on-farm prevention and control practices for swIAV and to identify 
biosecurity measures with the highest preventive potential. 

Material and Methods 

Two complementary approaches were applied: (i) a systematic review of peer-reviewed literature from the Web of Science database, 
and (ii) an expert opinion survey. In total, six external and five internal biosecurity topics, and 96 biosecurity measures were initially 
considered as important for prevention of swIAV. According to the literature, from 322 initial publications, 124 were deemed relevant 
for presenting and evaluating biosecurity measures against swIAV. Additionally, 19 swine health and biosecurity experts assessed the 
importance of biosecurity topics and measures via an online questionnaire. 

Results 

Literature most frequently reported ‘Animal Flow’ as a critical biosecurity topic, and the most effective measure was ‘Cleaning and 
disinfection of animal transport vehicles’. Experts highlighted ‘Purchase/Introduction of breeding pigs and piglets’ and ‘Animal Flow’ 
as top priorities considering the biosecurity topics. Measures prevents entrance and internal movements of animals and humans 
were considered as the most impactful for prevention. 

Discussion and Conclusion 

Findings confirm that controlling swIAV requires a multi-layered biosecurity approach, focusing on external introductions and internal 
spread. The literature stresses transport hygiene, and expert consensus underscores animal sourcing and movement control as 
pivotal. This study highlights existing research gaps and identifies priorities for future research based on discrepancies between the 
scientific literature and expert prioritization of farm biosecurity. 
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