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Welcome letter 
 

 

Dear colleagues and friends, 

It is our great pleasure to welcome you to 16th European Wildlife Disease Association Conference - 

EWDA 2026, hosted by the Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”. We are truly delighted to open 

our doors — and our hearts — to researchers and friends from across Europe and beyond, here in the 

vibrant city of Novi Sad. 

This year’s theme, “The Wild Future: Challenges of Integrating Health, Welfare and Biodiversity”, 

reminds us that the well-being of wildlife is inseparable from the well-being of our shared planet. As 

researchers, we all know how fascinating and complex this field can be — yet, beyond the data and 

analysis, there is also a shared passion that connects us: the drive to understand, protect, and respect 

the natural world and its many living systems. 

Over the few conference days, we will exchange knowledge, ideas, and experiences, but also — 

hopefully — form new collaborations and friendships that will continue to grow after the conference 

ends. The health of wildlife is a challenge that unites us all, crossing borders, species, and disciplines. 

Together, we can work on the bridge between wildlife, environment, domestic animals, and humans. 

On behalf of the organizer, the Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad,” warmly welcomes you to 

EWDA 2026 Conference, to our city, and our country. Novi Sad is known for its hospitality, history, and 

heart — and we invite you to experience all of it during your stay. 

Welcome to Serbia, welcome to Novi Sad and welcome to 16th European Wildlife Disease Association 

Conference - EWDA 2026 — where science meets friendship and shared purpose. 

With warm regards, 

 

In front of the Organizing Committee of 16th EWDA Conference “EWDA 2026” 

Sara Savić, DVM, MSc, PhD, Principal Research Fellow & 

Tamaš Petrović, DVM, MSc, PhD, Principal Research Fellow  

 

Director of the Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad” 

Marko Pajić, DVM, MSc, PhD, Senior Research Fellow 

 
 
 
 



  

                                                                                                                                                                                

Pa
ge
3 

Organizers and Supporters 
 

Organizers 
 

 

Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”  
Novi Sad, Serbia 

  

 

European Wildlife Disease Association 

 
 

Supporters 
 

 

 

 

Publisher 

Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad” 
Novi Sad, Serbia 

 

For the Publisher 

Dr. Marko Pajić, DVM, MSc, PhD, Senior Research Fellow, Director 
 

Editor in Chief 

Dr. Tamaš Petrović, DVM, MSc, PhD, Principal Research Fellow 
 

Technical Editors 

Dr. Tamaš Petrović, DVM, MSc, PhD, Principal Research Fellow 
Olivera Popović, Congrexpo 

 

Year: 2026 

ISBN- 978-86-82871-50-7 
 
 



  

                                                                                                                                                                                

Pa
ge
4 

International Scientific Committee 
 

• Bojan ADŽIĆ, Veterinary Institute, Podgorica 

• Erik AGREN, Swedish Veterinary Agency, Sweden 

• Ljubo BARBIĆ, Veterinary Faculty, University of Zagreb, Croatia 

• Olivera BJELIĆ ČABRILO, Faculty of Science, University of Novi Sad, Serbia 

• Dejan BUGARSKI, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Serbia 

• Richard COCK, Royal Veterinary College, University of London, UK 

• Vesna ĐORĐEVIĆ, Institute of meat Hygiene and Technology, Serbia 

• Karoly ERDELYI, Veterinary Medical Research Institute, Hungary 

• Teufik GOLETIĆ, Veterinary Faculty, University of Sarajevo, Bosnia & Herzegovina 

• Lorena JEMERŠIĆ, Croatian Veterinary Institute, Zagreb, Croatia 

• Dean KONJEVIĆ, University of Zagreb, Veterinary Faculty 

• Thijs KUIKEN, Erasmus University Medical Centre, Rotterdam, Netherlands 

• Branislav KURELJUŠIĆ, Institute of Veterinary Medicine of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia 

• Antonio LAVAZZA, Unit at Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia (IZSLER), Italy 

• Becki LAWSON, Institute of Zoology Zoological Society of London, United Kingdom 

• Miriam MAAS, National Institute for Public Health and the Environment, Netherlands 

• Andrei MIHALCA, University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

• Vesna MILIĆEVIĆ, Institute of Veterinary Medicine of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia 

• Milan MILJEVIĆ, Inst. for Biological Research "S.Stanković"-National Institute of Serbia, Univ. Belgrade 

• Nikolina MILOŠEVIĆ, Faculty of Agriculture, Dept. for Veterinary Medicine, University Novi Sad, Serbia 

• Jovan MIRČETA, Directorate for Food Safety, Veterinary & Phytosanitary Affairs, Podgorica, Montenegro 

• David MODRÝ, Biology Centre CAS, Institute of Parasitology České Budějovice 

• Debbie MYERS, European College of Zoological Medicine 

• Jakov NIŠAVIĆ, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Belgrade, Serbia 

• Marko PAJIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 

• Jelena PETROVIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Serbia 

• Tamaš PETROVIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Serbia 

• Sonja RADOJIČIĆ, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Belgrade, Serbia 

• Jasna PRODANOV RADULOVIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Serbia 

• Radomir RATAJAC, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Serbia 

• José Francisco RUIZ FONS, Institute for Game and Wildlife Research, Ciudad Real, Spain 

• Sara SAVIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Serbia 

• Vladimir SAVIĆ, Croatian Veterinary Institute, Poultry Center, Zagreb, Croatia 
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• Miloš VUČIĆEVIĆ, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Belgrade, Serbia 

• Gudrun WIBBELT, Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research, Berlin, Germany 

• Milica ŽIVKOV BALOŠ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Serbia 
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Chairs 
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• Tamaš PETROVIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 

• Marko PAJIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 
 

Members 

• Ivana BRANKOVIĆ LAZIĆ, Institute of Meat Hygiene and Technology, Belgrade, Serbia 
• Dejan BUGARSKI, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 
• Vesna ĐORĐEVIĆ, Institute of Meat Hygiene and Technology, Belgrade, Serbia 
• Biljana ĐURĐEVIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 
• Boban ĐURIĆ, Ministry of Agriculture, forestry and Water management, Veterinary Directorate, Serbia 
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• Jelena PETROVIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 
• Vladimir POLAČEK, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 
• Nenad POPOV, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 
• Jasna PRODANOV RADULOVIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 
• Ivan PUŠIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 
• Radomir RATAJAC, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 
• Ivan STANČIĆ, Faculty of Agriculture, Department for Veterinary Medicine, University of Novi Sad 
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• Miloš VUČIĆEVIĆ, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Belgrade, Serbia 
• Dobrisav VUKOVIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 
• Marina ŽEKIĆ, Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad”, Novi Sad, Serbia 
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• Catarina MONTEIRO, EWDA Student Chapter Representative 
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• Kim van der WIEL, EWDA Student Chapter Representative 
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P084. African Swine Fever Virus Transmission Dynamics and Population Impact 
in an Enclosed Wild Boar Hunting ground: A Serbian Case Study  
 
Grubač Siniša1*, Rikić Milenko1, Bugarski Dejan1, Knežević Slobodan1, Mirčeta Jovan2, Petrović Tamaš1, 
Prodanov-Radulović Jasna1  
 
1 Scientific Veterinary Institute “Novi Sad, Novi Sad, Serbia; (GS, RM, BD, KS, PT, P-RJ);  
2 Directorate for Food Safety, Veterinary and Phytosanitary Affairs, Montenegro (MJ). 
* Presenting & corresponding author: grubac@niv.ns.ac.rs   

 
African swine fever (ASF) represents one of the most important viral diseases of wild boars with strong 
influence in hunting management. In Serbia, ASF virus was detected for the first time in the wild boar 
population in 2020 and since then the virus has been confirmed in more than 90 hunting grounds. The aim 
of the work was to present the transmission dynamics of ASF virus in the fenced hunting ground located in 
Vojvodina region.  
The studied hunting ground is a lowland-type hunting area, with a total fenced area of 2,281.00 ha. The 
epidemiological investigation was conducted in the 2023-2026 period i.e.in two consecutive hunting seasons. 
After the first detection of ASF the epidemiological data included the analysis of wild boar population positive 
samples structure according to the age and sex. The samples for laboratory diagnostic included the long 
bones or/and blood swabs. The data collected in the frame of passive surveillance were systematically 
presented through the more than three years period and analysed according to the season.  
After the first detection of ASF virus in the hunting ground during the 2023- 2024 hunting season, a total of 
84 wild boar carcasses were found, of which 95% tested ASF positive (molecular diagnostics, real-time PCR). 
In the first year, the highest number of positive results was detected in the period from September to 
November. During the next 2025–2026 hunting season, only a total of 9 wild boar carcasses were found, all 
of which tested ASF positive. With regard to age category in the 2023–2024 hunting season, adult categories 
older than 3 years predominated (58.75%). In terms of sex, ASF-positive wild boars were more frequently 
males (61.25%) compared to females (38.75%). In contrast, in the 2025–2026 hunting season, the virus was 
predominantly detected in samples originating from sub-adult (growing) individuals (88.9%), while in terms 
of sex, females predominated (66.7%) among ASF-positive cases. 
The obtained results indicate that, after its introduction into a fenced hunting ground, the virus exhibits a 
characteristic target population dynamic, with the highest mortality in the first year occurring among adults. 
The second hunting season showed a lower mortality rate, predominantly affecting younger categories. The 
source of infection remains an open question. Considering the large number of ASF outbreaks in the domestic 
pig population in villages surrounding the hunting ground, the anthropogenic factor cannot be excluded. 

Keywords: wild boars, ASF, enclosed hunting ground, Serbia  
 
Funding source & Acknowledgement: This work was funded by Ministry of Science, Technological Development and Innovation 
of Republic of Serbia by the Contract of implementation and funding of research work of NIV-NS in 2025, Contract No: 451-03-
33/2026-03/200031 
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